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The English appeared to have approached the duty of
examination with the confinned idea that the disarmament
had not really been carried out; they could not give us
the credit for carrying this out to the letter.   They found
nothing to take exception to; in fact, it appeared that
the disarmament had been too thorough in that breech-
blocks, gunnery and torpedo control communication pipes
had been removed.   The Englishmen could not disguise
a real surprise at the excellence of our materials.   As an
example of this I quote the opinion of an American naval
officer as given to the Captain of the Bay em after he had
been over her a little later on : * You could not possibly
have realized what a weapon you held, in the shape of
your Fleet, against England.   Had you known this and
made use of it events would have turned out very differ-
ently.   No English ship can compare with yours, in par-
ticular do I refer to the Bayern.9   Now, we knew what our
ships were like ; it was not the good fortune of the naval
officers to see what they wished carried out, that was
how things stood:   we had to drag round the leaden
weight of falsely-understood, foreign-led politics with us;
in addition, after Jutland the enemy had avoided a
further battle with us, he fell back on the use of his
favourable geographical position and spared his Fleet.
The personal conduct of the individual delegates of the
Commission was very varied, it ran the whole scale from
the utmost coldness to a lively sympathy for the position
and condition of the German naval officers. The Soldiers'
Councillors had posted themselves at the gangway with
white armlets and red rosettes. Their forwardness was
looked on with the utmost disfavour by the English
officers and men. This cold douche annoyed them, but
they learnt nothing from it. The attempted fraternization
by the German crews, which unfortunately took place